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Notes from Villages at Tower Oaks Coffee Meets Bagels and Safety Presentation by 
Rockville City Police Corporal Kenneth Matney 

October 21, 2017 
 
 
 
Major safety tips: 

1. Keep front and back of your house lit up. The brighter the neighborhood, the less crime. 

2. Always lock doors of your house and car. 

3. When shopping at a mall and returning to your car, have your keys between your 
knuckles so you can rake across an assailant’s face. 

4. If you plan to put some purchases in your car and return to the store, move your car to 
another location. 

5. If someone unknown comes to your door, shout through the door "can I help you," but 
don't open the door. This is better than not answering the door as they might assume no 
one is at home and try to break in. 

6. Be alert when you are walking, make eye contact with passersby. Better not to have your 
cell phone out as it can be easily grabbed. 

 
Since January 2017, 22 calls from this neighborhood: 

• 10 were house alarms 

• 1 was theft from home (by an invited guest, not a break-in) 

• 1 abandoned car 

• 1 telephone-reported burglary (that turned out to not be a crime at all), then 1 follow up 4 
miscellaneous calls (parking, traffic, solicitors, 1 domestic issue) 

There is another Rockville neighborhood that gets 50-60 calls per month. 

 
If you have any traffic concerns in and around our community you can contact: 

Emad Elshafei, Chief of Traffic and Transportation, Division of Public Works 

eelshafei@rockvillemd.gov 

Division of Public Works (Traffic is part of this division): 240-314-8500 

Direct to Emad Elshafei: 240-314-8508 

 
Rockville Police have a "productivity expectation" without a number attached. No quota. 
 
Most common crimes in Rockville: 

1. Theft from autos. We have kids taking contents of glove boxes and scattering them 
through the neighborhood. Lock your car doors! Call the police if you see people 
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checking door handles. Better to err on the side of caution and call the police. Do not 
leave your house unlocked. Garage doors are one of the safest doors. Keep porch lights 
on. The brighter a neighborhood, the less crime. 

2. Theft from people. Consider safety with walking. Many reports of people running up and 
grabbing your cell phone. Often people who are older or slower. Be alert when walking. 
Make eye contact with other people. 

3. Shoplifting 

 
We have a diversity of gangs living in Rockville. But we do not have a gang problem. They live 
here, but they go to Wheaton, Langley Park, Gaithersburg to commit crimes. Our downtown / 
town center area is full of courts and police presence. Gangs fight (for dominance), kill, steal, run 
drugs, run prostitution. They grab girls, kidnap them and make them sex slaves (usually from 
overseas). 
 
"118 Crew" - Bad gang on 118 in Germantown. Fighting with MS13, Latin Kings, and other bad 
gangs. Gangs have divided Gaithersburg into territories. Gang members are not poor. They live 
at Twinbrook, Fallsgrove, wealthy houses. Busy parents result in kids joining gangs (substitute 
family). 
 
When you're out shopping at night, returning to your car, have your keys in your hand. Keep 
your keys between your knuckles, which you could rake across an assailant's face. If you drop 
off your purchases in your car, move your car to the other side of the mall. 
 
Not many complaints about theft of Amazon deliveries this year, but there were a lot at 
Christmas last year. 
 
If someone unknown comes to your door, shout through the door "can I help you," but don't open 
the door. So they know someone's present. 


